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Significant & permanent solutions 
are needed to tackle the hunger crisis.
The project focused on campaign research 
and development to support the following 
2023 anti-hunger legislative priorities:

> Early Action Budget for Hunger Relief (HB 1784)

> Free School Meals for All Kids (HB 1238)

> Hunger-Free College Campuses (HB 1559)

CAMPAIGN MATERIALS

CONCLUSION
> The 2023 legislative session coincided with 
unprecedented high rates of food insecurity & 
hunger given ongoing, complex impacts of the 
pandemic on the economy & food supply chain.

> Sustainable, equitable, and permanent policy 
solutions to improve food access and end hunger 
require a concerted effort among anti-hunger 
lobbyists, program service providers, first-person 
voice, community-based advocates, national 
experts, and federal & state legislators.
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BACKGROUND

WASHINGTON STATE FACES EXTRAORDINARY 
IMPACTS TO HUNGER & FOOD INSECURITY 
IN THE WAKE OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC.
> Nearly 1 in 2 WA households reported food insecurity 
and over half received some kind of food assistance, 
with even higher rates among:1
• People of color
• Those of low- to modest-income
• Rural areas
• Households with children

> Expiration of temporary pandemic-era expansions 
to the social safety net, including federal emergency 
“boosts” to food benefits and waivers that allowed 
schools to offer free meals to all kids2,3

> Inflation deepens economic instability among 
low- and even modest-income households1

> Demand on hunger relief organizations anticipated to 
increase as emergency food programs grapple with 
ongoing supply chain issues and rising costs1,4

METHODS

> Review of complex nutrition programs, i.e. SNAP/Basic 
Food, school meals, emergency food, etc.

> Analysis of peer-reviewed literature, industry reports, 
professional publications, and past campaign materials

> Collaboration with anti-hunger lobbyists, 
coalition partners, legislators and legislative staff, 
national experts, and community-based organizations

> Synthesis of information and findings into succinct, 
didactic campaign messaging

> Creation of campaign materials to inform and 
encourage support of state-level, anti-hunger policies

OBJECTIVES
1. Conduct campaign research through collection, 

analysis, and summary of existing data 
pertaining to legislative priorities

2. Develop content, messaging, and campaign 
materials to support various legislative priorities

RESULTS

> 7-page policy brief highlighting the growing 
hunger crisis, those communities most impacted, 
and programs and policies needed to address food & 
economic insecurity and create an equitable recovery

> 2-page policy handout on Free School Meals for All bill, 
as well as talking points and sector-specific fact sheets 
related to health & nutrition, education, and equity

> 2-page policy handout on Hunger-Free College 
Campuses bill

> 2-page policy handout on Early Action Budget for 
Hunger Relief bill Fr
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Hunger-Free College Campuses
& Early Action Budget for Hunger Relief


